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Text in Turkish:

Unlii kadin yazar, sair, romanci ve hikayeci

Siuikufe Nihal, bir
huzur evine cekildi

“Yakin bir zamanda ¢ok sevdigim Anadolu

b BE 1 uldoad ¥ & i il werw T

koylelrlnde dolasmayl arzu edlyorum.”

Kadin Sair ve Romancimiz Siiki fe Nihal'in Bakirkéy 'de kaldigi Huzur Evi’nin disardan goriiniisii. Siiki fe Nihal huzur
icinde bu evde ¢alisyor.

Huldsi ISMAIL

Yeni Tiirkiye’nin kurulus yillarindan son senelere kadar ki taplan, gazetelerdeki yazilan elden
diismeyen, onbinlerce geng-ihtiyar tarafindan okunan ve sevilen birka¢ kadin sair ve romancisindan
birisi de Siikife Nihal Hanimefendiydi.

Simdiye kadar 5 roman, bir hikéye, 7 siir ve iki seyahat kitabi ¢ikartan, gazete ve dergilere yiizlerce
makale ve siir yazan, liselerde binlerce 6grenci yetistiren Stikiife Nihal, simdi Bakirkdy'deki Huzur
evinde giinlerini gegiriyor.



Uc sene dnce Atatiirk K1z Lisesinde 6gretmenlik gorevinden kendi istegiyle emekliye ayrilan degerli
milli sair ve romancimiz, iki buguk seneye yakin bir zamandir rahatsiz bulunuyordu. Sokakta bir
diisme sirasinda kalga kemigi kirilan ve bu yilizden de bir ameliyat geciren Siikife Nihal, tam bir sifa
bulamamis ve ortalarda goriinmez olmustu. Yakin zamanlara kadar gazetemizde ¢esitli konularda
yazilar yazan ve “Vatan I¢in” isimli bir romani tefrika edilen degerli edebiyatgimizi, bir ay énce
“kendine gelebilmek igin” girdigi Bakirkdy’deki Istanbul Huzurevi’nde ziyaret ettik. Eski hareketli
hayatin1 bildigimiz Siikife Nihal hamimefendiyi Dariiliceze’ye Yardim Cemiyeti’ne ait olan
Huzurevi’nin midiresi eski milletvekillerinden Hasene Ilgaz ile sohbet halinde bulduk.

ANADOLU KOYLERI

Yazdig siirlerde, romanlarda, hikayelerde ve cesitli yazilarda hissi konularla birlikte sosyal ve siyasi
memleket gergeklerini isleyen Siikife Nihal, yine eskisi gibi canli, hayatla dopdolu. Kendisine gore,
uzun aylardan beri koltuk degnekleri ile yiirliyebiliyor. Fakat yakinlarinin da ifade ettigi gibi yakin
bir zamanda tekrar eski haline kavusacagina inaniyor. Cesitli kitaplarla dolu tek kisilik kii¢iik temiz
odasinda son yazdig1 romaninin rotuslarini yapmakla ve sik sik kendisine gelen veya telefon eden
dostlariyla konusmakla vaktini gegiren Siikife Nihal, sunlan soyliiyor:

“Memleketin kdylerden kalkinmasint isterdim, idealim, kdylerimizin Finlandiya’nin kdyleri
gibi bir hale getirilmesiydi. Burada simdi dinleniyor ve kendime gelmege ¢alistyorum. Yakin
bir zamanda ¢ok sevdigim Anadolu’nun kdylerinde dolasmagi arzuluyorum.”

EN SEVDIGI ESERI

Halen hayatta, yetiskin bir kiz1 ile bir de oglu bulunan SiikQife Nihal, son yazdig: siirleriyle “Mavi
Seytan” adli romanini haftalik “Kadin Gazetesi’nde nesrettiriyor. Bunlardan Yeni Istanbul’da
yayinlanan “Vatan I¢in” romanmi “Akdag Kahramanlan™ ismi altinda kitap halinde nesredecegini
sOylerken “Akdag Kahramanlari en ¢ok sevdigim eserimdir” diyor.

Hikayelerini seneler once “Tevekkiiliin Cilvesi” adi altinda toplayarak nesreden edebiyatgimiz,
halinden sikayetci degil. Degerli yazar StikGfe Hanim “okumadan duramiyorum. Okuyamasam da,
kitaplarim yanimda bulunsun istiyorum™ diyor.

FINLANDIYA OLACAK

Iki sene kadar 6nce milliyetgi bir siyasi dergide yazdigi makale dolayisiyle “Tedbirler Kanununa
mubhalefetten agir cezaya verilen ve mezk(r derginin Yaziisleri midiriiniin 99 gilin cezaevinde
kalmasindan sonra beraat eden Siikiife Nihal yurdunun, idealindeki Finlandiya olacagindan emin.
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IDEALI FINLANDIYA — Unlii Sair Siiki.fe Nihal hanime fendi eski
canliligint kaybetmemigtir. Her zaman kitaplar ile basbasa olan §.
Nihal’in biitiin emeli Anadolu kéylerini Finlandiya koyleri gibi
gormektir.



Text in English:

Renowned Female Author, Poet, Novelist, and
Short Story Writer

Sukufe Nihal has
withdrawn to a nursing
home

“In the near future, I hope to travel through the
Anatolian villages I love so dearly.”

One of the most beloved women writers, poets, novelists, and storytellers

From the early years of the Republic of Turkey to recent decades, Siiklife Nihal Hanimefendi was
one of the few female poets and novelists whose books remained widely read and cherished by tens
of thousands of readers, both young and old.

Having published five novels, a short story collection, seven poetry books, and two travelogues, and
having written hundreds of articles and poems for newspapers and magazines, as well as educating
thousands of students in high schools, SiikGife Nihal now spends her days at the Bakirkdy Nursing
Home.

Three years ago, she retired of her own will from her teaching position at Atatiirk Girls” High School.
For nearly two and a half years, our esteemed national poet and novelist has been in poor health. After
breaking her hip in a fall on the street, she underwent surgery but never fully recovered and withdrew
from the public eye. Until recently, she continued contributing articles to our newspaper on various
subjects, and her novel Vatan I¢in ("For the Homeland") was being serialized. We visited our
distinguished literary figure at the Istanbul Nursing Home in Bakirkdy, where she had checked in "to
regain her strength" a month ago. We found Siikafe Nihal, whom we remember from her once
dynamic lifestyle, in conversation with Hasene Ilgaz, the former Member of Parliament and current
director of the nursing home operated by the Association for Aid to the Dariilaceze.

THE VILLAGES OF ANATOLIA

In her poems, novels, short stories, and various writings, Stikiife Nihal addressed emotional themes
alongside social and political realities of the country. She is still as vibrant and full of life as ever.
According to her, she has been able to walk with crutches for many months. Her close friends believe
she will fully recover soon.



In her small, clean, single-person room filled with books, she spends her time retouching her latest
novel and chatting with friends who visit or call her. She says:

“] always wanted the country to rise up from its villages. My ideal was for our villages to become
like those of Finland. Here, I am resting and trying to regain my strength. In the near future, I hope
to travel through the villages of Anatolia that I love so dearly.”

HER FAVORITE WORK

Still alive and with an adult daughter and son, Siikiife Nihal is publishing her latest poems and her
novel Mavi Seytan ("The Blue Devil") in the weekly magazine Kadin Gazetesi ("Women’s
Newspaper"). She mentions that her serialized novel Vatan Igin, which was published in Yeni Istanbul
newspaper, will be released in book form under the title Akdag Kahramanlar ("Heroes of Akdag"),
and adds:

“Akdag Kahramanlar is the work I love the most.”

Our literary figure, who published her short stories years ago under the title Tevekkiiliin Cilvesi ("The
Charm of Resignation"), is not unhappy with her current state. The esteemed writer says:

“I can’t live without reading. Even if I can’t read, I want to have my books close to me.”

A FUTURE LIKE FINLAND

About two years ago, she was charged under the Law on Precautions due to an article she wrote for
a nationalist political magazine. Although the magazine’s editor-in-chief served 99 days in prison,
Siik(fe Nihal was later acquitted. She remains confident that her homeland will one day resemble the
Finland she has always envisioned.



